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PRESS RELEASE
Contact: 020 8875 6983, thorntons@saltlondon.com
THORNTONS CONTINENTAL DOES CITY CHIC WITH NEW PARIS AND MILAN COLLECTIONS

Experience a taste of contemporary Europe this autumn without having to leave the country, with the launch of Thorntons new Continental City Boxes. In store from 5th October, you can enjoy the elegant flavours of two of Europe’s most fashionable cities with the new Paris Collection and Milan Collection City Boxes - the latest addition to the UK’s best-selling boxed chocolate - Continental.

The beautifully designed Continental Paris Collection features a mouth-watering collection of elegant milk chocolates, from the heart shaped Amour Grand Marnier Truffle to the luxurious Pain D’Epices, made with chocolate and caramalised hazelnuts with a hint of gingerbread. And for dark chocolate lovers, the Milan City Box is perfect.  It reflects the vibrant and sophisticated flavours of the city, from Espresso infused mousses to Crunchy Nougat Pralines.

Each Continental City Box features five new chocolates alongside existing favourites from the Continental range.  The flavours are inspired by those traditionally found in Paris and Milan, and the contemporary box design reflects the elegance and style of the cities. 

Keith Hurdman, Thorntons Master Chocolatier, says: “This is an exciting addition to the incredibly successful Continental range, and is sure to surprise and delight both our existing Continental lovers and those who have not tried it before. Our chocolatiers have travelled Europe to bring back the best flavours that it has to offer, and we’ve used them as the inspiration behind these new chocolates to give our customers that little taste of European luxury.”

The Thorntons Continental City Box range is available to buy in stores nationwide from 5th October, and also online at www.thorntons.co.uk
For further details on the Thorntons City Box collection, contact Laura Harvey at the Thorntons Press Office: 020 8875 6983 / Thorntons@saltlondon.com
Thorntons City Box Collection Product Price List 
	Thorntons Paris City Box 345g – 28 chocolates
	£11.99

	Thorntons Paris City Box 695g – 56 chocolates
	£21.99

	Thorntons Milan City Box 345g – 28 chocolates
	£11.99


About Thorntons

· Thorntons is the number one ‘Chocolate and Confectionery’ brand in the UK according to Superbrands’ latest research.


· Established by Joseph William Thornton in 1911, Thorntons is one of the UK’s oldest chocolate retailers, headquartered in Derbyshire with more than 4,000 employees.


· Thorntons has 379 own stores, 37 of which have their own café, and 250 franchise stores across the country, as well as a strong direct (www.thorntons.co.uk) and commercial business, supplying all major supermarkets.


· Products range from gift selections, chocolate blocks to toffee and ice cream. 


· Keith Hurdman is Thorntons Master Chocolatier. With over 25 years of experience in the industry, Keith is an unusual phenomena for the British chocolate industry as a home grown talent with extensive training with some of Europe’s finest confectioners and chocolatiers in Belgium, Switzerland and France. He is now widely recognised as one of the UK’s most talented chocolatiers. Keith has won a number of other awards including the International Belgian Chocolate Award and the highly acclaimed ‘Truffe d’ Or’ in 2000 as Champion Confectioner of Switzerland.

Recent company activity includes:

· In September 2008, Thorntons reported a turnover of £208 million and profits before tax of £8.5 million for the full year to June 2008, which represents an increase of 11.9% and 19.6% respectively.


· All children’s products now have no artificial colours or flavours.


· In April 2008, Thorntons launched Moments – a collection of individually wrapped chocolates designed for sharing. With Moments, Thorntons broke the Guinness World Record for the largest box of chocolates. The box contained 1,500 kg of Thorntons’ Moments and was 16.5 ft tall and 11.5ft wide.


· In 2008, Thorntons opened five new concept stores in Kingston, Reading, Bluewater, Nottingham and Edinburgh, and its first Hot Chocolate Bar in the UK in Nottingham.The new concept was designed to create a contemporary and interactive in store experience for customers. It is a welcoming, modern destination with a Thorntons chocolatier in store.
· In September 2008, Thorntons launched Luxury Chocolate Blocks. A collection of 19 delectable flavoured tablet bars providing a taste experience to delight every pallet. From simple French Dark, Belgian Milk or White to exotic single origin chocolates combined with delicious flavours like Balsamic.
