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MEDIA ALERT
MAY 2010
NEW COFFEE CHOCOLATE COUTURE FROM THORNTONS
Coffee is the latest flavour in chocolate fashion this month from Thorntons, as the leading British chocolatier launches its NEW limited edition Columbian Coffee bar into its stylish chocolate block range. 

This latest addition to Thorntons award winning Chocolate Block range, which already includes 19 fabulous flavours, is a delicious single origin dark chocolate made from Columbian cocoa beans, paired with the full roasted flavours of Columbian coffee. The block retails for £1.79 or 3 for £5 and is on sale from the beginning of May in all Thorntons stores and online at www.thorntons.co.uk.

Keith Hurdman, Thorntons Master Chocolatier, says: “This is the first block in the range that we have used Columbian cocoa beans and because Columbia is also famous for its fantastic quality coffee beans, coffee seemed the perfect partner flavour for the bar. Columbia is one of the few areas in the world where coffee and cocoa are grown together, so the flavours of the ground Columbian coffee are the perfect accompaniment to the dark chocolate, with its natural hints of coffee and brown sugar.”
It’s been a great year for Thorntons Chocolate Blocks as they have won accolades at The Great Taste Awards and The Academy of Chocolate Awards. Thorntons last limited edition bar, Lightly Salted Pistachio proved so popular it is now part of the all-year-round range. 
For further details on Thorntons Chocolate Blocks please contact Sophie McColl at the Thorntons Press Office: 020 8875 6983 / Thorntons@saltlondon.com
About Thorntons:

· Thorntons is the number one ‘Chocolate and Confectionery’ brand and the number 18 overall brand in the UK according to Superbrands’ latest research.


· Established by Joseph William Thornton in 1911, Thorntons is one of the UK’s oldest chocolate retailers, headquartered in Derbyshire with more than 4,000 employees.


· Thorntons has 379 own stores, 37 of which have their own café, and 250 franchise stores across the country, as well as a strong direct (www.thorntons.co.uk) and commercial business, supplying all major supermarkets.


· Products range from gift selections, chocolate blocks to toffee and ice cream. 


· Keith Hurdman is Thorntons Master Chocolatier. With over 25 years of experience in the industry, Keith is an unusual phenomena for the British chocolate industry as a home grown talent with extensive training with some of Europe’s finest confectioners and chocolatiers in Belgium, Switzerland and France. He is now widely recognised as one of the UK’s most talented chocolatiers. Keith has won a number of other awards including the International Belgian Chocolate Award and the highly acclaimed ‘Truffe d’ Or’ in 2000 as Champion Confectioner of Switzerland.

