FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



                             1 August  2008

THORNTONS PLC

BOARD CHANGE

The Board of Thorntons PLC (“Thorntons” or “the Company”) announces that Dominic Prendergast, Retail Director, is leaving the Company and stepping down from the Board, with effect from 1 August 2008 to pursue other interests. 

Lysanne McCallion, formerly Head of Thorntons Direct, will succeed Mr Prendergast  as  Director of Retail with immediate effect. Ms McCallion will not be joining the main Board. 

Lysanne McCallion joined the Company three years ago as Head of Thorntons Direct during which time the business channel has  grown significantly. Prior to joining Thorntons, Ms McCallion was Managing Director of LHF, a subsidiary of the healthcare group HSA for two years. Previously, she was Marketing and Sales Director for GNER having spent more than ten years with ICI in various commercial roles prior to that.

Hannah Legg, currently Head of Commercial Sales, will assume the role of Head of Thorntons Direct.

Mike Davies, Thorntons’ Chief Executive, commented:

“The Board of Thorntons would like to thank Dominic for his considerable contribution as Retail Director over the last seven years and wish him every success in the future.”

END
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